ADOPTED – JANUARY 27, 2026

AGENDA ITEM NO. 47

Introduced by the Law & Courts and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE CONTRACTS FOR LAWYER GUARDIAN AD LITEM REPRESENTATION 

RESOLUTION #26 – 048

WHEREAS, the Circuit Court Juvenile Division, by statute and Constitution, must provide Lawyer Guardian Ad Litem representation for children in neglect and abuse cases; and

WHEREAS, the Circuit Court Juvenile Division, to reduce cost for attorney fees and provide consistent and efficient legal services for children, has contracted with specialized Lawyers Guardian Ad Litem; and

WHEREAS, the 2026 Budget approved by the Board of Commissioners, authorizes funds to contract with specialized attorneys to provide legal representation; and

WHEREAS, the specialized attorneys are selected by the judiciary based on exceptional qualifications, such as good standing with the State Bar of Michigan, familiarity with this specific area of law and a well-known reputation for zealously advocating for their clients; and

WHEREAS, the Circuit Court Family Division caseloads are weighted as follows: Courtroom 

One .1, Courtroom Two .3, Courtroom Three .3, and Courtroom Four .3 of the Family Division docket; and

WHEREAS, it is recommended that Attorney Michael Van Huysse shall continue providing Lawyer Guardian Ad Litem representation for neglect and abuse cases assigned to Courtroom One at rate not to exceed $25,685 for the twelve-month period in calendar year 2026; and

WHEREAS, it is recommended that Attorney Shaneika Walker shall continue providing Lawyer Guardian Ad Litem representation for neglect and abuse cases assigned to Courtroom Two at a rate not to exceed $59,133 for the twelve-month period in calendar year 2026; and

WHEREAS, it is recommended that Attorney Michael Staake shall continue providing Lawyer Guardian Ad Litem representation for neglect and abuse cases assigned to Courtroom Three at a rate not to exceed $59,133 for the twelve-month period in calendar year 2026; and

WHEREAS, it is recommended that Attorney Janet McDuffey shall continue providing Lawyer Guardian Ad Litem representation for neglect and abuse cases assigned to Courtroom Four at a rate not to exceed $59,133 for the twelve-month period in calendar year 2026; and
WHEREAS, it is recommended that Attorneys Michael Van Huysse, Shaneika Walker, Michael Staake, and Janet McDuffey shall be provided $600 annually for parking expenses, to be billed with January 2026 invoicing; and
WHEREAS, the Circuit Court Juvenile Division received a grant from the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services to increase the quality of legal representation for neglect and abuse cases; and

WHEREAS, the grant from the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services allows the Circuit Court Juvenile Division to distribute funds to a Lawyer Guardian Ad Litem for training, legal research, and collateral and vertical case representation.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to enter into a contract with Attorney Michael Van Huysse for Lawyer Guardian Ad Litem representation on neglect and abuse cases assigned to Courtroom One at a rate of $2,690.38 a month for January 2026 and $2,090.42 a month for February 2026 through December 2026, not to exceed $25,685 for the twelve-month period in calendar year 2026.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to enter into a contract with Attorney Shaneika Walker Lawyer Guardian Ad Litem representation on neglect and abuse cases assigned to Courtroom Two at a rate of $5,477.75 a month for January 2026 and $4,877.75 a month for February 2026 through December 2026, not to exceed $59,133 for the twelve-month period in calendar year 2026.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to enter into a contract with Attorney Michael Staake for Lawyer Guardian Ad Litem representation on neglect and abuse cases assigned to Courtroom Three at a rate of $5,477.75 a month for January 2026 and $4,877.75 a month for February 2026 through December 2026, not to exceed $59,133 for the twelve-month period in calendar year 2026.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to enter into a contract with Attorney Janet McDuffey for Lawyer Guardian Ad Litem representation on neglect and abuse cases assigned to Courtroom Four at a rate of $5,477.75 a month for January 2026 and $4,877.75 a month for February 2026 through December 2026, not to exceed $59,133 for the twelve-month period in calendar year 2026.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Circuit Court Juvenile Division is authorized to provide web based legal research and court rules at a rate not to exceed $2,000 per attorney per calendar year as budgeted in the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services grant.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Circuit Court Juvenile Division is authorized to provide additional payments to Attorney Michael Van Huysse, Attorney Shaneika Walker, Attorney Michael Staake, and Attorney Janet McDuffey, which collectively shall not exceed $139,262 for calendar year 2026, for vertical and collateral case representation on neglect and abuse cases as budgeted in the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services grant.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to sign any necessary contract documents on behalf of the County after approval as to form by the County Attorney.
LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Polsdofer, Willis, Peña, Cahill, Lawrence, Johnson, Schafer

          Nays:  None    
 

Absent:  Trubac
           Approved 01/15/26
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Morgan, Tennis, Sebolt, Polsdofer, Pratt, Maiville

          Nays:  None     

Absent: None     
 Approved 01/21/26
